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1300Wilson Boulevard
Arlington, VA 22209

DearMs. Tirey:

Thankyou for yourletterof May22, 2001 in which yousummarizedthemajordiscussion
pointsofourMay 11, 2001 meetingwith membersoftheAmericanChemistryCouncil andother
industryrepresentativesinterestedin thepilot oftheVoluntaryChildren’sChemicalEvaluation
Program(VCCEP). Themeetingwasextremelyhelpful to mein understandinganyconcernsthat
potentialsponsorsofchemicalsin VCCEPmighthaveasweapproachtheJune25, 2001
commitmentdeadline. It is clearthathowexposureinformationis dealtwith in VCCEPcontinues
to beaconcernto potentialsponsorsandI would like to do whatI canto clarif~rEPA’sviewson
this issue.

ForTier 1 ofVCCEP,which is the initial focusofthepilot, webelievethatsponsors
should do thebestthattheycanin developinga screeninglevel asse~mentofreadily available
exposureinformation,including,to theextentpossible,dataon exposuresoutsidethechainof
commerce.It is importantat Tier 1, to put thetotality ofexposuresinto context,sothata
judgementcanbemadeasto whethertherisksachemicalmayposeto childrenhavebeen
adequatelycharacterizedandhencewhetherachemicalshouldproceedto ahigherVCCEPTier.
If chemicalsproceedbeyondTier 1, EPAstandsreadyto assistsponsorsin thedevelopmentof
moresophisticatedexposureassessmentsaddressing-outsidethechainofcommerceexposurèsby
involving otherFederalAgenciesandEPA Offices if necessaryandby workingwith thesponsors
to engagecompaniesandtradeassociationsassociatedwith importantsourcesof exposure
beyondthechainofcommerce. --- -.

Thankyouagainfor all your.help in developingtheVCCEPandyourcontinuingsupport
ofthis initiative. Pleasefeel freeto call if you would like to discussfurther.
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